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The English Sixth Form Course – English Literature: OCR Exam Board 

English Literature is a popular subject at Cranleigh. The course demands a good deal of reading from 
students so they may acquire an in-depth knowledge of their selected books along with an appreciation of 
literary matters such as genre, writers’ biographical details, critical responses to books, and the historical 
background relating to particular texts and authors being studied. 

The LVIth English - AS Year 
OCR specification (H071) 

One two hour exam + a Coursework Module of two essays 

LVIth Exam – Unit F661: Poetry & Prose 1800 – 1945 (2 hours) (Books not allowed in the exam) 
Section A: Candidates study a volume of poems by either (a) William Wordsworth or (b) Wilfred Owen 
or (c) Robert Frost and in the first section of this exam answer a question on one of those poems selected 
by the Board. The selected poem is printed in the exam paper. The candidate has to ‘close read’ the poem 
(commenting on the poet’s style of writing, language and form, etc) and to link the selected poem to the 
volume’s other poems identifying the typical themes and concerns of the writer. One hour is 
recommended for this answer. 

Section B: Candidates study F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 1925 Jazz Age novel ‘The Great Gatsby’. In the exam, 
candidates are offered a choice of two questions. The questions require candidates to show their 
knowledge of the novel (characters, themes, etc) whilst demonstrating a knowledge of the author’s 
narrative artistry in the book. One hour is recommended. 

Examples of typical questions are offered below. This paper is studied in the LVIth Michaelmas Term. 
Candidates take the exam in January, with a possible re-sit in the summer. 

The Coursework Module – Unit F662: Literature Post 1900. This paper is studied in the LVIth 
Lent Term and is submitted for the summer exam session. 

Candidates produce two essays: 

1. A critical analysis of a poem written after 1990 – examining the poet’s craft and linking the 
chosen poem to the poet’s other writings. (An essay of about 1000 words).  

2. An essay exploring connections between two or more texts, informed by ‘other readers’ 
interpretations’. (An essay of about 2000 words). Different texts and themes are selected by different 
teachers for this essay. “Other readers’ interpretations” means the views of various critics and other 
commentators which candidates can refer to when arguing their own point of view and conclusions – 
pupils will be given guidance on this by teachers. 

 



 

 

The UVIth – A2 Year 
OCR specification (H471). 

One 2 hour exam + a Coursework Module 

UVIth Exam – Unit F663: Drama & Poetry pre-1800 (2 hours) (Books not allowed in the exam) 

Section A: Candidates study a Shakespeare play (either Othello or Twelfth Night). There is a choice of 
two questions in the exam. Candidates produce an essay dealing with a character or topic from the script 
and comment on language, form and structure in the play, while showing an understanding of other 
people’s interpretations of the piece. One hour recommended for this answer. 

Section B: Drama and Poetry: Pupils study two different pre-1800 books and the exam question asks 
them to explore contrasts and comparisons between the two texts. The texts are linked by theme 
(marriage, comedy, love, deceptions, passion, etc) and are studied with such links in mind. One hour is 
recommended for this answer. 

This paper is studied in the UVIth Michaelmas Term for the UVIth January exam with a summer re-sit 
available if desired.  

 

The Coursework Module – Unit F664: Texts in Time. This Module is studied in the UVIth Lent 
Term and submitted for a summer assessment. 

Candidates produce one essay of about 3000 words. 

Three texts, from various centuries, are studied (one text must be a novel, one poetry). Teachers set their 
own areas of study and particular topics for candidates – these may include areas and genres such as 
Gothic Writing, Pastoral Literature, ‘Adventure Literature, Love in its various forms, and so on. The essay 
will aim to reflect, among other things, how readers and critics have read the texts at various times, 
stylistic and formal concerns, background and autobiographical details and matters relating to the 
production of each work. Teachers will provide pupils with ample guidance on this. 

 

Exam specimen questions are offered below (first exam 2008). 

 

On the following pages are sample specimens of questions for the LVIth (F661)and the UVIth 
(F663)exams: 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

Section B – Prose 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 


