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As the final farewells are said and the corridors of South become uncommonly 

quiet, I have an opportunity to reflect on the whirlwind of a first term at Cran-

leigh. My feet have hardly touched the ground since September and it only 

seems a second ago that suitcases full of belongings were being heaved up the 

stairs and we were basking in the late summer sun on the Fourth form team 

building weekend. It has very much been a term of firsts for me culminating in 

my first House prayers on Monday where I was so delighted to celebrate the 

girls’ many  achievements across the board.. South House epitomises the can-do 

attitude and I have been thrilled to join a House that is so warm and friendly. I 

want to thank everyone for making the Lock family so welcome here over the 

past few weeks.  

Whilst there have been so many events and moments in this busy term, too 

many to mention, I think it is more fitting to map the events of the term as the 

emotional roller coaster that it has been. The anticipation of the start of term 

was quickly replaced by pride as I watched the new fourth form settle in so 

well; guided so inspirationally in the House performance by the UVI. I have 

also been so proud to see everyone taking part in the huge range of House per-

formances and have experienced at first-hand the true South spirit. I have been 

so impressed by the little gestures that make us a great community, the ran-

dom acts of kindness and the genuinely self-less acts that happen on a daily 

basis. I have loved the many social events in House, from Monday night ma-

trons to Miss Webb’s Alphabet-tea, and the newly formed Sylvanian family 

events such as the quiz night. There has been laughter, lots of laughter, and I 

think that this has helped us all at times to keep things in perspective.  

I have been supported by a fantastic team and I would like to thank them all for 

helping to make South run so smoothly this term and for helping me to settle in: 

The wonderful Miss Webb, who has tirelessly supported the girls ( and me!) 

through the ups and downs; Miss Leach and Mrs Smuts, our non-resident depu-

ties, who seem to have taken up residence here over the past couple of weeks, 

and also our lovely matrons, Annie, Kim and Claire who keep the place running 

day to day. Thanks also to the many tutors who support the girls and to Ellen 

and the prefect team for keeping me on the straight and narrow 

over the past few weeks!  

Have a lovely rest and a very Happy Christmas  

Claire xx 

  



Singing seems to be at the heart of everything at Cranleigh, 
whether it is in the chapel, on the sports pitches or just for 
someone’s birthday. I was lucky enough to put together Part 
Song this year with East. Part song may seem like an odd 
word but it is simply an A-Capella group of around 40 people 
singing on stage. It involved sheer dedication as it took part 
every evening after prep for about three weeks. It taught me a 
lot about patience and what it is like to be proud. When we 
got up on stage with the bright white lights and we all started 
singing I felt so proud. There is something about being part 
of a group of people that have worked together to produce 
something so special. This is a feeling I get a lot at Cranleigh 
and is something that I will miss when I leave. We were run-
ners up and despite not quite being able to win the double it 
is something I will always remember and I would just like to 
say thank you again and congratulations to all those amazing 
southies involved, you lot never fail to impress me.  

Public speaking 

This year, the South senior public speaking team consisted of Ellen Talbot 
(chairperson), Helen Clark (proposer of the vote of thanks) and Millie Glaister (main 
speaker), with Ellie Williamson contributing hugely behind the scenes. We spoke 
about CCTV being a threat to our freedom, a subject which is (now) very close to our 
hearts. All the houses put forward a very strong team, and we eventually placed 3rd, 
which we count as quite an achievement. We all enjoyed taking part and are glad to 
have experienced this with the support of our house.   

House dance  

Laura Pollard, Amy Mitchell and 

Abi Rattoff took time choreo-

graphing the well-known fourth 

form dance for house performance 

evening. After many stressful re-

hearsals we eventually managed to 

pull through. The fourth form re-

ally came out of their shells and it 

was nice to see such personalities 

shine through in their perfor-

mance. South overall did extreme-

ly well coming first with east but 

sadly Cubitt South we’re robbed in 

that department. All in all, it was a 

great experience for us to really 

get to know the fourth form and 

it’s what really cements the year 

group as a whole which has given 

these Southies a great start to 

their Cranleigh career. 

                    House Events  

       Part song  

Helen Wareham 

Emma Grainger, Imo 
Shepherd, Ellen Talbot 
and Rosie Forster took 
part in the senior com-
petition. Massive con-
gratulations to all of 
you and special men-
tion must go to Rosie 
for reaching the final.  



Earlier this term, a number 
of Southies were involved 

in the East Play, “Cold 
Comfort & Cabin Pressure”. 
Cabin Pressure was a hilari-

ous adaption of a radio 
show, where a flight went 
very wrong due to the an-

tics of the cabin crew. This 
sketch was a huge amount 
of fun and involved Rosie 
Forster, Ellie Williamson 

and Aimee Williamson. The 
second half of the play was 
a number of much shorter 
sketches, which were also 

absolutely hilarious and full 
of many cringe-worthy, and 
at times rather risqué jokes, 

and the Southies included 
in these were Honor Reid, 

Lotty Cunningham and Ally 
Frost. All in all it was a 

great experience for every-
one involved. 

4th form cross-country 

The 4th form cross country 
was a fantastic event. The 
whole year group was split in 
two, boys and girls. The girls 
headed off first, running 
through the school grounds, 
rushing over the golf course 
and past the Equestrian cen-
ter. We all enjoyed ourselves 
very much even though many 
of us got lost at the Rugby 
pitches but we soon got back 
on track, and completed the 
course with a dashing amount 
of good placings (just behind 
West…). The top positions in 
South were 3rd, 5th and 6th, 
(Amber Dolan, Bella Fearn, 
and Poppy Higgins). Overall 
South competed very well as a 
team and all obtained our per-
sonal best. 

Bake Off 

Over the course of the middle of the term, every Monday a 
different year would produce some fantastic cakes, ranging 
from Tray bakes to fruit and vegetable cakes to celebration 
cakes. In each year group, there was an individual winner who 
in which would proceed to the next round. The winners from 
there prospective years were; Millie Welch, Kate Harris, Daisy 
Roberts, Lizzy Paton and Amy Slade receiving a great bake 
spatula. High commendation went to; Willow Senior, Laila 
Shariff. Amy Slade and Kate Harris were further selected to the 
next round in which was to choose a recipe to cook in the 
school kitchens, Kate cooked a elderflower, lemon cake and 
Amy recreated her rainbow cake, with the Zambian colours. 
Overall, all the girls who entered created fabulous cakes, earn-
ing money for charity, going to such a great cause.  

This Michaelmas  term Georges 
Feydeau's farce adapted by Da-
vid Ives was performed at Cran-
leigh by  cast of 14, including the 
fabby southies Laura Pollard, 
Ella Batham-Read and PJ Cun-
ningham. By a "Christmas mira-
cle" as Miss Sinclair described it, 
we miraculously managed to 
pull through and perform to our 
absolute best and we enter-
tained around 216 audience 
members for all four nights. The 
cast were incredible, not only on 
stage but backstage to, we kept 
each other going throughout the 
madness (the endless sweets, 
fizzy drinks and Lucozades 
helped too!) and we pushed 
through little blips including a 
pair of ripped trousers on stage, 
a ripped dress backstage 
(courtesy of Miss Pollard) It has 
been an absolute privilege to be 
a part of such an incredible cast 
and we all became so close no 
matter what year group! Not to 
mention a huge well done and 
credit to the tech team for creat-
ing a fun, vibrant set, handling 
the lighting and sounds and for 
doing very swift set changes 
from Chandebise's house to the 
frisky puss and back! Also par-
ticular credit goes to our U6th 
Southies Charlotte Dagones and 
Georgina Le Saux who were ab-
solute gems and were a major 
help with Ben's very speedy cos-
tume changes! Overall everyone 
enjoyed Flea thoroughly, it was 
madness from rehearsals to on-
stage but I don't think I'm alone 
in saying we really wouldn't 
have changed a thing!  

             House events  

 

East House Play  A Flea In Her Ear  



The hockey this term as been 
very successful in the first 
team, we have reached the 
playoffs and if we win we will 
get into the nationals, which is 
a fantastic achievement. We 
came second in the Surreys 
and second in the regionals 
finals only losing very narrowly 
1-0 to a very strong Ardingly 
team in the last match of the 
regional finals. We also have a 
number of girls in south who 
have reached Hipac, futures 
cup and the England U18 train-
ing squad. Fifi Robinson was 
selected to go to U17 Hipac 
and Amber Walton, Amy 
Thompson, Zoe Allchurch and 
Izzy Petter went to U18 futures 
cup. Amber, Amy and Izzy 
were selected for the England 
U18 training squad.  

Many people may not think 
of badminton as a serious 
sport. However, we take it 
very seriously. Not only do 
we have 3 training sessions 
a week, we have also had 3 
matches (2 of which we're 
away). Although we may 
not get the best results we 
still all have a great time 
and enjoy ourselves. We 
have all met lots of new 
people from different years 
and houses, allowing us not 
only to improve at badmin-
ton, but wider our social 
circle. From South we have 
Laila, Liza, Gen, Soo, Flossy 
and Millie. Our coaches 
were Mr Scofield-Newton 
and Mrs Yardley.  

 The Michaelmas term is always a very important term for riders as the National Champion-
ships take place in October half term. From South, this was attended by Poppy Higgins, 
Daisy Fletcher and Amy Scheijde. This was a successful weekend for us all with the Inter-
mediate Arena eventing team, including Poppy Higgins, achieving 4th place, the Dressage 
team, including Amy Scheijde, achieving 6th place.  As a school, Cranleigh also managed to 
win the South central Regional points cup, which was presented at the Championships, for 
our efforts at numerous competitions throughout the year. We were also very successful at 
the Keysoe Plate championships where Millie Harrison, Daisy Roberts and Amy Scheijde 
represented the school. Millie and Daisy were members on a team that came 6th in the nov-
ice show jumping, another team including Amy came second in the same class. Amy was 
also in a team that won both the novice and intermediate arena eventing classes and a team 
with Amy and Millie came 7th in the Intermediate show jumping.  

DW 

This term, training for the Devises 
to Westminster 4 day kayak race 
began with Lizzy Paton, Jess Rob-
inson and Katherine Plewman rep-
resenting South in the team. Most-
ly this term has been for learning 
technique but a major aim was 
Schools Kayak Nationals on the 
20th November, as a team we 
came fourth overall with Lizzy and 
Jess individually getting third 
place in the ladies competition 
and Katherine and Charlie An-
drews (west) placing second in the 
novice girls competition. We have 
also competed in Hare and 
Hounds, managing to all improve 
over the term. We are all looking 
forward to next term with the in-
crease in training to prepare for 
the race in the Easter holidays.  

             Sports  

Riding  

        Hockey  Badminton  



Zambia 
During Long Leave, 18 pupils - 5 from South— went to Zambia 
for 10 days. The five of us that went were Millie Timberlake, Car-
oline Zoet, Katie Hauger, Jess Robinson and Iola Andrews. While 
we were out there it was a complete whirlwind of an adventure, 
with mixed emotions running all the way through. When we ar-
rived, we went to Nsobe Game Park where we spent the next 
couple of days visiting the snake park, doing a game drive and 
visiting Nsobe School, as well as visiting the fishery, piggery and 
then relaxing in front of the campfire in the evening. However, 
we were soon on the road again for the two hour drive to Kawa-

ma. The journey was broken up by a visit to Janna School, where the children taught us a song in 
Bemba that we eventually got the grip of. Back on the road again, and an hour later we were at the 
Town House where we were to spend the rest of our trip.  
The next morning, it was off to see Kawama School and over the next few days we did a variety of 
activities.. Independence Day was definitely a highlight, and interviewing the children was proba-
bly, emotionally, one of the hardest parts of the trip. The clothes sale was nothing like we had ever 
experienced before, with piles of clothes being snatched and then discarded by so many people fill-
ing the church hall. The next couple of days were spent with the children in lessons, teaching , and 
reading with some of the younger grades.  On our last day at the school we played football against 
the Kawama children and we were all so sad to leave, as we had all learnt so much from them.  
 Back at school, we did a chapel on Zambia celebration day, where we sang the Bemba song, 
and talked about our different experiences, as well as having a fashion show to demonstrate some 
of the things we had, how that money could be used to sponsor a child in Kawama through school. 
At lunchtime everyone had to take a coloured ticket and then went to their allocated counter to 
collect their food. The aim of this was to show how much choice we normally get whereas at Kawa-
ma they get one choice and they are so grateful for it and the feeding programme in general. We all 
had a once in a lifetime experience and would completely recommend the trip to the younger years.  

Berlin  

At October half term, a mixture of both lower and upper sixth artists and design students went on an 
educational trip to Berlin. The South attendees on the trip were Sasha Faure, Ella Batham-Read,  Abi 
Ratoff, Willow Senior, Laila Shariff and Poppy Wilks. The trip began with an early arrival at Gatwick on 
Thursday morning, everyone in high spirits…. Once we finally arrived at the hostel we unpacked, which 
of course entailed of ensuring that all our planned outfits for the days ahead were ready to be strut 
around the streets of Berlin. In total on the whole trip we saw a huge range of 10 galleries and museums, 
which displayed  a huge variety of art work from 19th century painting, to cutting edge contemporary 
art, from highly gilded rococo ceramics to an exhibition about DIY furniture design, from 20th century 
fashion to thought-provoking installation art. Over the five very busy days, we all did our best to engage 
with it all, as we sketched, made notes and took in all of what we saw. As 
we were officially on an art trip, as I’m sure many have realized, we 
seeked the opportunity to make the most of the photographers amongst 
us in order to achieve only the best Instagram shots possible, a necessity 
of course . As well as the museums and galleries we enjoyed a bowling 
session, the delights of the Berlin Mall, the view from a skyscraper on 
Potsdammer Platz, and the Berlin Dungeon which was a frightful experi-
ence for some of us. All in all, it was a very successful trip which widened 
our understanding of the subject and served great purpose for us all.   

               Trips  



House Prayers 

Academic prizes 

4th Form  

Achievement: Isabelle Dixon 

Effort: Jody Taylor & Skye McVeigh 

Progress: Millie Harrison 
 

L5th  

Achievement: Aimee Williamson 

Effort: Zoe Bickenson 

Progress: Eve Cassidy 
 

U5th  

Achievement: Sophie Dixon 

Effort: Emily Isted 

Progress: Abbie Sterry 
 

L6th 

Achievement: Emma Grainger 

Effort: Poppy Wilks  

Progress: Gen Graham-Rack 

 

U6th 

Achievement: Emily Thornton-
Wood  

Effort: Willow Senior 

Progress: Lily Hibbert 

Half Colours: Zoe Bickenson, Aimee Williamson,  

Sophie Dixon, Imo Shepherd, Ella Bounous, Georgina 

Le Saux, Laila Shariff, Jess Robinson, Amelie       

Lambie-Proctor, Lina Mazzone, Millie Mazzone, 

Becky Quintavalle, Millie Glaister, Ally Frost, and  

Emma Galletti 

 

Full Colours: PJ Cunningham, Laura Pollard, Emma 

Grainger, Abi Lord, Fifi Robinson, Freya Hough, Amy 

Thompson, Izzy Petter, Poppy Watkinson, Soo Choi, 

Ella Batham-Read, Katherine Carr, Gabriella Hodge, 

Zoe Allchurch, Katie Hauger, Amy Scheijde, Amber 

Walton, Abi Ratoff,  and Amy Mitchell 

 

House Necklace: Amy Slade, Ellie Williamson, and 

Rosie Forster 

 

House Badge: Ellen Talbot  

Sadly, we also had to say goodbye to one of our lovely tutors, 

Mrs Fearn, who is moving on to a 

new job at Thetford Academy. We 

know that she will be brilliant, and 

wish her all the best of luck with 

her new adventure. Luckily, she 

will still be living at the bottom of 

the drive, so we hope she will visit 



Thank you to everyone 

who's helped to make it a 

great term. 

Wishing you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy 

New Year!!! 


