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CRANLEIGH SCHOOL  
SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES



INTRODUCTION  
Cranleigh offers a range of scholarships. These 

include: Academic; Art; Design; Drama; Music 

(instrumental and vocal); Sport; and All Rounder 

awards. To gain an award, candidates must 

demonstrate excellence in their chosen field and 

demonstrate exceptional promise. The number 

of awards each year will depend on the quality  

of entry.

Scholarship candidates must be over twelve 

and under fourteen years of age on the 1st of 

September in their year of entry to the school. 

No more than two separate scholarships may 

be applied for simultaneously (in addition to an 

Academic Scholarship).

Scholarships attract a fee remission and may be 

supplemented by means tested top-up bursaries 

up to 100% where necessary and appropriate. The 

top Academic and top All Rounder candidate will 

each be awarded a remission of one-third of the 

total fees.

All applications must be endorsed by the 

candidate’s current prep school Head, who will 

be able to provide the requisite scholarship 

application forms. 



BURSARIES 
Those entering scholarships who require addi-

tional financial assistance should contact the 

Admissions team as early as possible. 

The parents or guardians of candidates request-

ing bursary assistance will be required to undergo 

means testing via the full completion of financial 

circumstances forms, which will enable Cranleigh 

to give an initial indication of the size of bursary 

available in the event that the candidate should be 

offered an award. Forms may be requested via the 

Bursar’s office: snl@cranleigh.org.

Means testing will be required prior to any assess-

ments for candidates who might require a top-up 

bursary in order to take up a place at Cranleigh. 



ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIPS

CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT

Academic scholarships will be awarded for 

success in the Independent Schools Examination 

Board (ISEB) Common Scholarship papers. The 

papers cover English, Science, Modern Foreign 

Languages, Geography, History, and Religious 

Studies. Latin is optional but desirable. 

Candidates will also take part in a series of 

interviews designed to ascertain their further 

potential.

TIMING

ISEB examinations and interviews take place in 

May preceding entry in September.

AWARDS

Academic scholarships will be general rather 

than subject specific awards and will all attract 

a fee remission. The top Academic Scholarship 

candidate will receive the JH Sapte Academic 

Scholarship, named after the School’s founder, 

and worth one-third of the fees. Academic 

Exhibitions may be awarded to worthy candidates. 

These awards will not qualify candidates for a fee 

remission. A certificate and book token will be sent 

to the candidate’s prep school for presentation at 

a Prize-Giving ceremony.



ART  
SCHOLARSHIPS

CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT

Candidates for Art Scholarships will be required 

to submit a portfolio of work which should include 

personal work produced outside school as well 

as projects completed in lessons, school-based 

art clubs and holiday courses. Exploratory, 

experimental and drawing based work in sketch 

books would be welcomed, as would imaginative, 

thoughtful and creative approaches in a variety of 

media.

Candidates will also be invited to spend half a 

day in the Art School, where they will be asked to 

produce a piece of mixed-media work on paper. 

The work will be based on the observation of a 

chosen subject, often a themed still life. They will 

also be interviewed to provide an opportunity to 

talk about their work, interests, and any artists 

they particularly admire

TIMING

Portfolio submission will be required prior to 

assessment and interview, which takes place in 

March preceding entry in September.

AWARDS

Art scholarships will be general rather than media 

specific awards and will attract a fee remission.

NOTE

Art scholars will be required to choose the subject 

as a Year 9 option and continue to study it through 

to GCSE.



CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT

Candidates for the Design Scholarship will be 

required to submit a mixed portfolio which 

combines their preliminary sketches, designs, 

process and evaluations, plus good quality 

photographs showing a clear and accurate 

indication of the work’s quality. 

Candidates will also be invited to spend half 

a day in the Design department, where they 

will be asked to produce a piece of work. 

They will also be interviewed to provide an 

opportunity to talk about their work, interests, 

and any designers they particularly admire. 

Candidates should also bring an example of 

their own previous or current design work to 

the assessment.

TIMING

Portfolio submission will be required prior to 

assessment and interview, which takes place 

in March, preceding entry in September.

AWARDS

One Design Scholarship will be awarded in 

each academic year and this will attract a fee 

remission.

NOTE

Design scholars will be required to choose 

the subject as a Year 9 option and continue to 

study it through to GCSE.

DESIGN 
SCHOLARSHIP



CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT

Candidates for Drama scholarships will be 

invited to attend a half-day assessment 

for which it will be necessary to prepare 

a monologue of their own choice. The 

monologue should not exceed more than 

three minutes in length. In addition to this 

short, prepared performance, candidates 

will also join a group workshop for which no 

preparation is necessary. 

TIMING

Assessment takes place in March, preceding 

entry in September.

AWARDS

Up to two Drama scholarships will be 

awarded each year and these will attract a  

fee remission.

NOTES

Drama scholars would be expected to 

audition for dramatic productions alongside 

all other pupils and should not assume that 

scholarship status acts as guarantee of 

gaining a major part in School or house plays.

Drama scholars will be required to choose 

the subject as a Year 9 option and continue to 

study it through to GCSE.

DRAMA 
SCHOLARSHIPS



CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT

The Music award examination consists of an 

audition and interviews. Candidates should be 

of good Grade 5/6 standard on at least one 

instrument. All instruments are considered 

and singing is also welcome and encouraged. 

Auditions should include the performance of two 

contrasting works plus scales, arpeggios and 

sight-reading on a candidate’s first instrument. 

Where a second instrument is offered, one further 

piece of music is required for performance on that 

instrument.

During the assessment and interview, aural tests 

appropriate to the standard will be given and 

candidates’ general musicianship and interests 

will also be discussed. 

TIMING

Auditions for these awards take place in the 

January of the year of entry. It is advised that 

prospective candidates attend a pre-audition 

early in Year 7 so that feedback on a candidate’s 

suitability for scholarship can be given to Heads 

and parents at the earliest possible stage of the 

admissions process.

AWARDS

Music scholarships will be general rather than 

instrument specific. They will attract a fee remis-

sion in addition to the cost of instrumental tuition. 

Music Exhibitions may also be awarded to worthy 

candidates. Such Exhibitions do not attract a fee 

remission but the cost of instrumental lessons is 

subsidised.

NOTE

Music scholars will be required to choose the 

subject as a Year 9 option and continue to study 

it through to GCSE.

MUSIC  
SCHOLARSHIPS



CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT

Candidates will considered on a case-by-case 

basis but must demonstrate excellence in their 

chosen sport. The criteria upon which this will 

be judged in four key sports are set out below. 

Candidates offering other sports, such as tennis, 

riding, athletics or swimming, will be considered 

provided relevant evidence of excellence can be 

similarly demonstrated. 

Cricket: Candidates should be at least of a County 

Age Group/EPP standard and able to demonstrate 

the skills of a cricketer who is towards the upper 

end of their county age group programme.

Hockey: Candidates will be playing at least at 

County Age Group team level.

Netball: Candidates should be members of an 

Elite Satellite Academy or of equivalent standard 

if they have not been nominated for this before  

the assessment.

Rugby: Current representative honours are not 

essential but we would expect that candidates  

 

would show the potential to go on to gain selection 

for their county or region or national side. They 

might already be part of an elite academy but this 

is not essential.

Candidates in any sport should have good 

athleticism, a good work ethic and demonstrate a 

strong desire to listen and learn.

All candidates for Eric Abbott Awards for Sporting 

Excellence will be required to attend an assess-

ment. This will include a general assessment of 

a candidate’s athleticism, as well as a session 

appropriate to their sporting strength.

TIMING
Assessment will take place in March, preceding 

entry to the school in September.

AWARDS

Eric Abbott Awards for Sporting Excellence will 

attract a fee remission, the number awarded in 

any year will depend on the strength of candidates.

ERIC ABBOTT AWARDS FOR 
SPORTING EXCELLENCE



CRITERIA

Candidates who present two disciplines (from Art, 

Drama, Sport or Music) and meet the academic 

criteria will automatically be considered for an All 

Rounder Award.

Those being considered for All Rounder Awards 

will be of strong academic standard, either 

gaining above 65% at Common Entrance or as an 

Academic Scholarship candidate.

AWARDS

Standard All Rounder Awards will attract a fee 

remission. One further All Rounder Award may be 

offered in each academic year at the Headmaster’s 

discretion, the JH Sapte All Rounder Award, 

named after the School’s founder. The winner of 

this top award will be expected to gain at least 

75% at Common Entrance or be an Academic 

Scholarship candidate. The JH Sapte All Rounder 

Award attracts a remission of one-third of the fees.

ALL ROUNDER 
AWARDS
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